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METRONET — BUSINESS CASE 

34. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Minister for Transport: 

Can the minister please update the house on the business cases for Metronet, in particular the Thornlie–Cockburn 
train line and what efforts will the minister be making to ensure Metronet receives funding from the federal 
government’s $10 billion national rail program? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for his question and for his strong commitment to rail infrastructure in this 
state. 
Today I had another productive meeting with the federal government to secure more funds for WA. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is funny that the opposition should interject given their cheerleading, wanting the federal 
government to rip money out of WA. They have been wanting WA to lose $1.2 billion. Remember, a couple of 
weeks before the announcement the Leader of the Opposition said, “I’ve heard from senior sources in the 
Liberal Party that the money is not going to be there.” Remember that? Who was the Leader of the Opposition’s 
senior source? We had another productive meeting today—the third meeting I have had with Minister Fletcher. 
Now we know a $10 billion fund is on the table. We will do whatever is possible to get more funding for rail 
infrastructure in this state because we support rail infrastructure in this state. I put it very clearly: Thornlie, 
Yanchep, Ellenbrook and Byford—the four major rail projects under Metronet—and level crossing removals are 
all on the table. We will be working hard to secure that funding. I hope the opposition takes a different tack. They 
wanted us to get zero of the $1.2 billion. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is what they wanted. They were out there advocating, “Rip it out; rip it out”; I heard them 
say that. We will be out there getting a funding share of the $10 billion for Ellenbrook. Does the opposition support 
that? 
Mr D.C. Nalder: What? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Does it support funding for Ellenbrook from the $10 billion package. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No; they will not support that. Do they support us getting funding for Byford? 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Where’s the business case? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Where is the business case! We know the opposition does not support rail projects. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I thought the Leader of the Opposition had moved on. I thought that after getting smashed at 
an election, he might reflect on his performance but that has not happened. Just remember what the opposition and 
the Leader of the Opposition in particular said about the Mandurah rail line. I quote from his Institute of Public 
Affairs article. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: When was that; how old is this? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do research, member for Scarborough—research. It is a big word but I do it. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: What year is it? 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I quote — 

… the $1.2 billion Perth–Mandurah rail — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I like the opposition to have some input into questions but when you ask a question or someone 
is on their feet, give them a chance. You will always get a chance later to get an answer or ask a supplementary 
but please just let her say what she has to say. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I quote — 

... the $1.2 billion Perth–Mandurah rail system (which, on current expectations, will be a ghost train for 
75 per cent of its run). 
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That is what he said about the Perth–Mandurah rail line. He did not believe there was a business case for the Perth–
Mandurah rail line, and then he complained that car parks were not too big. That was the Liberal Party in WA. 
Across all aspects of Metronet, all that it has been wanting to do is run it down. I am happy to work with any 
government that supports Metronet rail projects, and that is what we are doing now. I want to allude to value 
capture. Do members remember the value capture argument? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: On all aspects of Metronet, the rail projects, the former government said, “We don’t need 
Yanchep, we don’t need Thornlie to Cockburn, we don’t need Ellenbrook, we don’t need Byford.” Then, on value 
capture—an innovative funding mechanism that the Prime Minister supports 100 per cent—the Leader of the 
Opposition said he does not believe in value capture; he thinks value capture is a fake funding source. On the day 
this government announced the new $2.3 billion package, I was glad that the federal Minister for Finance went out 
and said that he supports value capture. Mathias Cormann supports value capture and is glad that it is a key part 
of our Metronet program. I am so keen to keep working hard to secure funding. Members opposite can run down 
our rail projects all they like. They can be stuck in the past, but we have a progressive agenda to deliver new rail 
and road projects in Western Australia. 
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